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Welcome to Grace! 

 
 
We are glad you are joining us online for this worship service. Our liturgy is printed in this worship 
folder so that you can follow along on Zoom with the live Worship Service or afterward on the Grace 
Boulder website. 
 
In response to Christ’s boundless love for all, members of Grace share that love by inviting all – 
regardless of ethnicity or race, educational or religious background, economic, physical, mental or 
social condition, gender identity or sexual orientation – to come and participate in the life of Grace. 
 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather 
the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is 
unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might 
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and 
meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 
 

PARTICIPATING MINISTERS IN THE WORK OF GRACE 
 Presiding Minister  Pastor Matthew Weber 
 Assisting Minister Ron Schwiesow 
 Lector  Greg Niesen 
 Organist  Boyd Hamilton 
 Choir Director  Michael Hoffman 
 Special Music Anne Peterson 
 Pandemic Worship Cantor Michael Hoffman 
 Office Administrator  Amy Stewart McIntosh 
 
 

Lessons and propers for this day are reprinted from Words for Worship 2019, Year C Ó 2018 Augsburg Fortress. 
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GATHERING 
 
MUSICAL INVITATION TO WORSHIP 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead 
us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.   



GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858 

  



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.  
 
And also with you. 
 
 
THIS IS THE FEAST 

 



 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to 
save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—
not race, nationality, or any other category. 
 
 1Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 

  



 
 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
 
 Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM: Psalm 67 
 
 1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 
 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity  
 and guide all the nations on earth.  
 
 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 
 7May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 

  



SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, 
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so 
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too 
may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 
may be merciful to all. 

 
 Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
God said,  “My house  | shall   be   called  | a house of prayer  | for  all  | peoples” 
 

  



Gospel:  Matthew 15:10-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than 
outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a 
woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 
10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11it is not 
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth 
that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every 
plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; 
they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will 
fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, 
“Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into 
the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart 
come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile.” 
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then 
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 
she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He 
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 
you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 
SERMON Pastor Matthew Weber  



HYMN OF THE DAY “When Pain of the World Surrounds Us ELW 707 
 

 
  



APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus 
Christ. As Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, 
help your church discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your 
creatures, that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils 
stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all 
the nations of the world, which are now divided by competing interests, contending 
alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine 
upon all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do 
not have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who 
need your healing, especially those who need healing from COVID-19. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant us at Grace Lutheran the grace to 
find our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us 
rest and renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the 
saints, join us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 



 
MEAL 

 
Your stewardship at Grace is more important now than ever. Without in-person Worship Services 
where offerings are collected, we hope that you will take the extra time to fulfill your pledges. 
Please visit the Grace Boulder Stewardship page to learn more. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Allegro (Mvt. 4) from Sonata IV” A.H. Schulze 
 Anne Peterson, recorder 
 Boyd Hamilton, organ 
 
 
OFFERTORY Create In Me ELW 188 

  



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread 
one bread, one cup: 
these are signs of your abundant grace 
uniting us as one in You. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy.... 
 
  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
To you indeed be glory, almighty God, because on the night before he died, your 
Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me. 
 
After supper he took the cup; gave thanks, he gave it to them saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood poured out for you; do this as often as you drink it to 
remember me. 
 
With this bread and this cup we proclaim the mystery or our faith. 
 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration, 
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son 
and be filled with your life and goodness. 
To you O God be all honor and glory today and always.  Amen. 

  



 
Lord, remember us in your mercy and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
This is the table of God. We invite all who are hungry for God’s presence in their 
lives to receive this gift of mercy and forgiveness at the table.  
 
Those of you who are with others in your home, please serve one another saying, 
“The body of Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Those 
of you who are watching by yourself, I invite you to wait until I say those words to 
you before you eat the bread and drink the wine.  
 
If you don’t have bread, or you don’t have wine or grape juice, Martin Luther 
reminds us that God is fully present in each element – that receiving only the bread 
or only the wine is entire forgiveness. 
 



Further, those of you who might not receive communion for whatever reason, please 
recognize and understand that God’s forgiveness and mercy and love are fully and 
completely provided to you in ways additional to Holy Communion. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s Grace. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
PRAYER 
 
God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your unifying love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
  



SENDING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886 
 

 
  



DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday, August 23 
  

Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 

  



                       GRACE NOTES 
                          a guide to parish life at Grace August 16, 2020 
 
We pray for those who are ill: Carol Painter, Bob Stec (former co-worker of Tom 
Lawson fighting COVID19), Allan Wolfe, Jacquie Poe (friend of Sandi Stahl); those 
undergoing treatment: Tom Graziano (friend of Tom Lawson), Ron Lundal (family 
friend of the Lawsons), John Gamble, Patrick Fallin (friend of Hiroko Akima), Coral 
Fay MosbØ (sister of Karen O’Loughlin), Paul Herzegh (friend of the Zabels), 
Elizabeth Farr, Deena Steward (daughter-in-law of the Stewards), Cheryl Fenske 
Prudic (niece of the Stewards), Mary Dorsett (former member of Grace); hope and 
healing: Fran Dzilvelis (Ashley (neé Stahl) Dzilvelis' mother-in-law) who was 
hospitalized this week, friends and family of Jan Adams grieving her death last week, 
friends and family of Dave Linder grieving his death July 25, friends and family of 
Richard Raedeke grieving his death July 12, Blaine Gorrell (great-grand nephew of 
Donna Rohde preparing for surgery in September), John and Nelda Gamble 
(grieving the death of their friend Arline Fernandez last month), Tom Kresler (friend 
of Tom Lawson recovery from surgery), Stan and Anne Peterson grieving the death 
of their brother-in law Robert Villier, Christian Mueller (grandson of Anne and Stan 
Peterson working on the COVID19 ward at St. Joseph's hospital), Diana Anderson 
(former Grace member), Barry Miller (friend of the Gambles now in Hospice Care), 
Rodney McLenon (friend of the Zabels), Beaudin Larabee (friend of the Zabels), Ray 
Haux (former Grace member now in Hospice care), Mieko Akima, Myrna 
Montgomery (grandmother of LCM student Arin Moriarty), Mark Woods (friend of 
Deb Valerio), Ruth VanderMinden, Pamela Kast (sister-in-law of Patty’s sister), 
Rick Beckman (brother of Kim). 
 
The designated offering for August is: Boulder Shelter for the Homeless. 
 
The Boulder Shelter for the Homeless provides opportunities for housing solutions, 
safe shelter, food, and support services for up to 160 individuals year around. 
Founded in 1982, the Boulder Shelter is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization located in 
Boulder, Colorado.



Their Mission is to create avenues to stable housing for our community's homeless 
adults, from a foundation of supportive and safe shelter. Their Core Values are to: 
treat all with dignity, offer support and opportunity, practice responsible stewardship, 
and achieve results through competence and creativity. 

Thanks to the Grace Foundation, all gifts through our designated offerings will be 
matched dollar for dollar in 2020, up to $2,000/month. Please make your check to 
“Grace Lutheran Church” and add “PiM: Boulder Shelter for the Homeless” to the 
memo line.  
 
 

Wednesday Evening Prayer Services Added 

 
Sunday morning liturgies can’t be in-person for now. So we’re adding an evening 
prayer liturgy to our schedule at Grace. Every other Wednesday evening we’ll meet 
at 5:30 pm in the courtyard for a service of instrumental music, prayer, scripture, and 
silence. The next of these services will happen on Wednesday, August 26. 
  
Because there’s only so much space in the courtyard, and because we have to make 
sure there’s enough room for households to remain at least six feet apart from each 
other, you’ll have to sign up here ahead of time. You can also use the Sunday 
Worship Services Zoom link to participate remotely from home. 
 
The next service is Wednesday, August 26 at 5:30 pm in the Grace courtyard. Bring 
your lawn chairs/water/bug spray/sunscreen, wear a mask, and come for a 
Wednesday Evening Prayer liturgy. (But sign up first!) 
 
 
  



A Note from Pastor Matthew 

 
As you might recall, my first Sunday leading liturgy at Grace was Palm Sunday. 
During the couple of weeks leading up to Palm Sunday, I was talking with my friend 
about how odd that experience is, since she also started as the pastor of Grace 
Lutheran Church on Palm Sunday. (Obviously a different Grace Lutheran Church, in 
a different place.) 

 

A couple days ago, I was commiserating again with her about how strange it is to 
start as the pastor of a congregation during the current pandemic, when we aren’t 
able to really be physically together with people in the ways we’re used to.  

 

I’m gonna use the strangeness of starting as the pastor during a pandemic as my 
excuse for not having introduced myself as well as I should have. I apologize for that 
oversight, and I’d like to remedy that some now. 

 

In contrast to Betty (a sweet woman who was in the nursing home where I was a 
chaplain on internship who called me Pastor, Vicar, Reverend, Chaplain, Parson, 
Deacon, Preacher, Brother, and Rector, depending on what title happened to be in 
her head at the time) you’re welcome to stick with Lutheran tradition of referring to 
me as Matthew or Pastor Matthew or Pastor. I suppose Pastor Weber would be ok, 
but that feels uncomfortably formal. Every so often, someone will call me Matt. If 
you do, I’ll try to very gently let you know that I go by Matthew, and never by Matt. 

 

My family and I have lived in Lafayette for the past year or so. My wife, Nicole, has 
three sons (Gabriel, Lucas, and Emmet) who live with us half of the time. My adult-
aged children, Harper and Judah, show up at our house from time to time as well.  

 



I’ve been a pastor in the ELCA for over 22 years, and have served three 
congregations before starting at Grace. I was Associate Pastor of Holy Trinity in 
Ephrata, WA for a couple of years. I was Associate Pastor at Bethlehem just up the 
road in Longmont for over six years. And most recently, I spent over 12 years as 
Pastor of Holy Love in Aurora.  

 

As you might have picked up from those couple of videos I published, I enjoy 
playing music (though I’m not really very good), and I enjoy riding bikes.  

 

There are times that you might want to get in touch with me. Maybe you broke your 
leg and ended up in the hospital; maybe you want to volunteer to preach every 
Sunday sermon for a month; or maybe you need to let me know that it’s time for me 
to get a haircut – doesn’t matter why, you’re welcome to contact me. And here’s how 
you can do that: 

 Phone: 303.442.1883 (church)  

  720.301.9411 (cell: call or text)  

 email:  matthew@graceboulder.org 

 messenger: www.facebook.com/messages/t/hikerrev 

 twitter: @hikerrev 

 

Any of those will work, as will a carrier pigeon. I do not, however, have a fax 
machine.  

 

In the couple of months that I’ve been the Pastor at Grace, I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know some of y’all a little bit – and I’m looking forward to figuring out how to get 
to know the rest of the folks at Grace, even despite the pandemic complications.  

 



In the midst of all of this, remember to be well, wash your hands, and keep on 
trusting in Jesus. 

 

~ pr. m 

 

Rooted in Grace 

 
The 2020 Grace Community Directory is now ready. Download and print your 
own copy, pick one up at a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service, or ask for one to be 
delivered to you with the Sunday bulletin deliveries.  
 
 
Lectionary Bible Study continues on Wednesday, August 19 at 10:30 am via 
Zoom. The study focuses on the lectionary texts for the next Sunday’s worship, 
taking a deeper dive than is possible within the constraints of the service. Join us for 
spirited discussion and fellowship time! 
 
The readings for Sunday, August 23, 2020 are: 
 
• Isaiah 51:1-6 The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 
• Psalm 138 O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 
• Romans 12:1-8 One body in Christ, with gifts that differ 
• Matthew 16:13-20 The profession of Peter’s faith 

 
If you would like to be placed on the distribution list, please contact Amy in the 
Grace office. 
 
 
  



A Note from Anne Peterson regarding Summer Grace Boulder Special Music: 
Normally I would be putting a sign-up sheet on the church bulletin board and making 
announcements during the service asking folks to sign up for special music in the 
summer. However, these are not normal times. As our virtual lead singer choir 
begins its summer hiatus, we still need volunteers to provide music during the 
anthem slot. Here’s how it will happen: 
 
1. Michael has provided this sign up sheet, and our talented Grace musicians 
(YOU!) with their family and friends can now choose their Sundays. 
 
2. Rather than perform live on Sunday morning, you can come to the church on 
Saturday to record your music. Other times can be arranged if 
necessary. Appropriate measures, especially distancing, will be taken to ensure your 
safety.   
 
3. If you need an accompanist, contact Boyd Hamilton to get the music to him. If 
your accompaniment is particularly difficult, he would appreciate two weeks notice. 
For any other questions and to schedule your recording, contact Michael Hoffman.  
 
4. The minimum of music to provide is a vocal or instrumental piece to take the 
place of the choir anthem (2-5 minutes in length). You can also provide a prelude 
and/or postlude if you desire. 
 
5. Join the service via Zoom on Sunday morning. You’ve become a Grace 
recording star! 
 
Thank you all, and I look forward to our special summer music! 
 
 

  



Reaching Out in Christ’s Love 

 
Thank you for your donations* of blank greeting cards for the inmates of New 
Beginnings. Your cards allow the women to communicate with loved ones. 

 
Remember Harvest of Hope food pantry when you shop for groceries this week. 
Our donations* make a difference for those who struggle to find food each week. 

 
 
* If you have access to the church building (through a key or door code), you can 
drop off donations in the regular locations in the narthex. Pastor Matthew will make 
sure they get to where they're supposed to get to. 

If you don't have access to the church building or if you don't feel comfortable 
entering the church building, please contact Pastor Matthew to arrange a pick up. 

  



This Week at Grace 
+++++++++++++++++ 
 
Sunday, August 16 
9:30-11:30 am Office Administrator Hours, Remotely 
10 am Worship Service via Zoom 
 
Monday, August 17 
12-2:30 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely 
 
Tuesday, August 18 
12-2:30 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely 
 
Wednesday, August 19 
10:30-11:30 am Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom 
12-1 pm Staff Meeting via Zoom 
12-2:30 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely 
 
Thursday, August 20 
12-2:30 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely 
 
Friday, August 21 
12-2:30 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely 
 
Saturday, August 22 
Worship Packet Deliveries 
 
Sunday, August 23 
9:30-11:30 am Office Administrator Hours, Remotely  
10 am Worship Service via Zoom 


