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Welcome to Grace! 
+ 
 

In response to Christ’s boundless love, members of Grace share that love by 
inviting all – regardless of ethnicity or race, educational or religious background, 
economic, physical, mental or social condition, gender identity or sexual 
orientation – to come and participate in the life of Grace. We are glad you are 
joining us for this worship service! 
 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It 
is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge 
and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down 
his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay 
down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any 
sibling in need. 
 

PARTICIPATING MINISTERS IN THE WORK OF GRACE 
 Presiding Minister Pastor Matthew Weber 
 Assisting Minister Carol Codrescu 
 Lector Mikki Matheson 
 Pianist & Organist Boyd Hamilton 
 Choir Director Anne Peterson 
 Lead Singers Melissa Lubecke, soprano 
  Melody English, alto 
  Simon Daum, tenor 
  Luke North, bass 
 Altar Guild Mikki, Donna, and Susan 
 Usher Mihail Codrescu 
 Financial Counters Patty Meyers & Greg Niesen 
 Grounds David Bartlett 
 Digital Worship Coordinators Amy Stewart McIntosh 
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GATHERING 
 
 
MUSICAL INVITATION TO WORSHIP 
 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God,  

for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 
 and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
 into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
 entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 
  



 
 
 
Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
 and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
 you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
 freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
 giving all honor and praise to you, 
 through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

 
  



GATHERING “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” ELW 385 

  



GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you.  

 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord Christ, 

good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us 
into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, 
and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

  



WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were 
proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s 
reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim 
salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 
 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 
Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, 
and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by 
what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned 
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are 
asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and 
to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God! 

  



 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

  



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This 
is the very love we share with others, not just through our words but 
especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 
commandments. 
 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—
and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s 
love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or 
sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we 
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 
has given us. 
 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God! 

  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 The stone the build -  ers  re - jected  | has become the  cor – ner – stone. 
 
  



GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as 
the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is 
able to overcome death for them. 
 

The holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and 
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

SERMON Pastor Matthew Weber  



HYMN OF THE DAY “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ELW 502 

  



NICENE CREED  
 
 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,   
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and 
one another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to 
worship and serve alongside global companions as equal partners and 
coworkers in the gospel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Nurturing God, preserve the health of the planet. Inspire scientists, 
researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the 
task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world 
around us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, 
cooperate in solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous 
peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to use such power for 
good. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without 
housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness 
or compromised immune systems. Guide communities of fait6h away 
from distractions and toward actively caring for people who are 
vulnerable. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, send your Spirit to those who are sick, injured, or in any 
kind of need. Especially hold in your care those beloved to us who we 
name before you now … bring them healing, wholeness, and your peace 
which passes understanding. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

  



 
 
Living God, we give thanks for those beloved to us who rest in the great 
cloud of witnesses, especially those who have been examples for us in 
faith. Strengthen us to share the good news in our own day. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and 
living Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
ANTHEM “The Lord is My Shepherd” Robert Nance 
    



MEAL 
 
OFFERING 
 
Our gifts to God’s work in the world reflect our thanksgiving for the many 
gifts God has given us. Thank you for your offerings which support God’s 
work here at Grace, and for your offerings which support the work God does 
through other agencies and organizations.  
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY 

  



OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  



PROPER PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right … we join their unending hymn:  
 
 
SANCTUS 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  
 … as we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
 

 



With your holy ones of all times and places,  
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars,  
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.   
 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord remember us in your mercy, and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come, eat and drink at God’s table. 

Thanks be to God!  



This is God’s table. We invite all who are hungry for Christ’s presence 
in their lives to receive this gift of mercy and forgiveness at the table.  
 
For those who are not in the sanctuary: if you don’t have bread, or you 
don’t have wine or grape juice, Martin Luther reminds us that God’s 
grace is fully present in each element – that receiving only the bread or 
only the wine is entire forgiveness. 
 
Further, those of you who might not receive communion for whatever 
reason, please recognize and understand that God’s forgiveness and 
mercy and love are fully and completely provided to you in ways 
additional to Holy Communion. 
 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI 

 



COMMUNION “Now We Join In Celebration” ELW 462 

  



BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and friend. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 

  



SENDING 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Holy Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
 Amen.  



 
 
 
SENDING HYMN “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” ELW 544 

  



DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
 Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia 
 
Go in peace, share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

INVITATION TO SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday, April 28 
 

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0


              GRACE NOTES 
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We pray for those undergoing treatment: 

• Hugh Ouellette (John Laitinen’s cousin) 
• Paul Herzegh (Mary and Charley Zabel’s friend) receiving treatment 

for cancer 
• Marilyn Engelbredt (Sandi Stahl’s friend) receiving treatment for 

cancer 
• Petra Landfester fighting breast cancer 
• Tony Pappas (John Laitinen’s friend) 
• Marsha Herrmann receiving treatment for cancer 
• Margurite DuPont (Tom Dozier's childhood friend) fighting metastatic 

breast cancer 
• Karen O’Loughlin’s Godchild 
• Mary Dorsett 
• Robert Reish (Sandi Stahl’s friend) 

 
We pray for those grieving the death of: 
 

• Diana Diers 
• Bob Bashore (Tom Dozier's cousin) 
• Richard Zyra (Tom Dozier’s cousin) 
 

  



 
 
 
We pray for hope and healing for: 

• Chris Hayes (Austin and Brandon’s mother) recovering from hip 
replacement 

• Steve Kavalin (Hiroko Akima’s friend) recovering from a six-bypass 
surgery 

• Nick Vanderborgh 
• Becky Kast (Patty Meyers’ sister) recovering from pacemaker surgery 
• all those affected by the 2023 Israel-Hamas War 
• all those affected by the war against Ukraine 
• Donda Combs and Marie Jauncey (Hiroko Akima’s friends) 
• Janix, Bob, and Jay Hogle (Patty Meyers’ friends) 
• John Laitinen 
• Coqui Stetson (John Laitinen's daughter) recovering from a car 

accident 
• Emmanuel Rusaka 
• Betsey (Patty Meyers' neighbor) recovering from brain surgery 
• Jerry Mercier (Patty Meyers' cousin) 
• Susan Hull (Patty Meyers' friend) with ALS and other concerns 
• Avis Fjestad (Anne Peterson's sister-in-law)  
• Carl and Jan Stubenrauch 
• Allan Wolfe 
• Pete Tafoya  
• Rich Harris (John Laitinen’s cousin)  



Grace Partner in Ministry 
 
 
The designated Partner in Ministry (PiM) offering for April 2024 is 
Safehouse Progressive Alliance for Nonviolence (SPAN). 
 
SPAN is a human rights organization committed to ending violence against 
adults, youth and children through support, advocacy, education and 
community organizing. SPAN began providing services in 1979 and is 
crucial to the network of support that offers critical “safety net” services to 
vulnerable, low-income and at-risk populations. It is the only organization 
serving Boulder, western Broomfield, smaller towns and unincorporated 
Boulder County designed to provide shelter and advocacy for victims of 
domestic violence. 
 
SPAN offers support and services that provide healing, hope and opportunity 
to adults, youth and children who have been impacted by domestic or dating 
violence, are seeking resources or information or are questioning unhealthy 
aspects of their relationship. 
 
From crisis intervention to shelter, legal advocacy and outreach counseling 
services, SPAN provides victims of interpersonal violence in Broomfield and 
Boulder counties with the support and services needed to offer safety, hope 
and healing. 
 
Learn more at https://www.safehousealliance.org/ 
 
Thanks to the Grace Foundation, all gifts through our designated offerings 
will be matched dollar for dollar in 2024 up to $2,000/month. Please make 
your check to “Grace Lutheran Church” and add “PiM: SPAN” to the memo 
line. You may place checks in the mail slot at Grace, send through the US 
mail, or use our electronic giving option Simply Giving on the Grace website. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

  



Rooted in Grace 

 
Adult Sunday School continues to look at religious art on Sunday mornings 
at 8:45 am in Fellowship Hall. Next week (April 28) Pr. Matthew will review 
what took place at the Synod Assembly.  

 
____________________ 

 
Lectionary Bible Study continues on Wednesday, April 24, at 11:00 am. 
The study focuses on the lectionary texts for the next Sunday’s worship, 
taking a deeper dive than is possible within the constraints of the service. Join 
us for spirited discussion and fellowship time! 
 
The readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, April 21, 2024, are: 

• Acts 8:26-40 Philip teaches and baptizes an Ethiopian 
• Psalm 22:25-31 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 

the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 
• 1 John 4:7-21 God’s love perfected in love for one another 
• John 15:1-8 Christ the vine 

 
 
 

Reaching Out in Christ’s Love 

 
 
Thank you for your donations of blank greeting cards for the inmates of New 
Beginnings. Your cards allow the women to communicate with loved ones. 

____________________ 
 
Remember Harvest of Hope food pantry when you shop for groceries this 
week. Our donations make a difference for those who struggle to find food 
each week.  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-28/0
https://www.newbeginningswc.org/
https://www.newbeginningswc.org/
https://hopepantry.org/


This Week at Grace 

Sunday, April 21: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 8:45 am Adult Sunday School, Fellowship Hall 
 10 am Sunday Worship Service, Sanctuary + via YouTube 
 11:30 am Grace Church Council Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 6:30-8:30 pm Hora Romaneasca, Fellowship Hall 
 
Monday, April 22 
 7-8 pm NA, Fellowship Hall 
 7-8 pm NarAnon, Library 
 7-9 pm Harmonia Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  
Tuesday, April 23 
 12-1 pm Staff Meeting, via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, April 24 
 11 am Lectionary Bible Study, via Zoom 
 7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 
Thursday, April 25 
 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly 
 9 am-12 pm Quilters, Fellowship Hall 
 7 pm Melissa Lubecke Recital, Sanctuary 
 
Friday, April 26 
 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly 
 6-7 pm AA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 8-9 pm NA Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
 
Saturday, April 27 
 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly 
 9 am-12 pm Organist Practice, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, April 28:  Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 8:45 am Adult Sunday School, Fellowship Hall 
 10 am Sunday Worship Service, Sanctuary + via YouTube 
 6:30-8:30 pm Hora Romaneasca, Fellowship Hall  



Grace Church Staff 
 
 
Rev. Matthew Weber Pastor 
Boyd Hamilton Pianist & Organist 
Michael Hoffman Director of Music 
Amy Stewart McIntosh Office Administrator 
Jody R Financial Administrator 
Rayo Rodriguez Custodian 
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